
Carndonagh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-07
Naomh Colmcille  . . . . . . . . . .2-12

NAOMH Colmcille saw off the chal-
lenge of Carndonagh on Saturday
night to reach the first round proper
of the Intermediate Football Champi-
onship.

The Newtown side had defeated
Carn by 0-14 to 1-6 in the first leg
some six weeks ago, but this victory
in Foden was even more comfortable.
With Stephen Davenport pulling the
strings, and Ciaran Callaghan and
William Gillespie hitting a goal
apiece in either half, Naomh Colm-
cille were good value for their victo-
ry, and their reward is a two-legged
tie with Naomh Mhuire.

On a perfect evening for football,
Naomh Colmcille were first to settle
with Stephen Davenport and William
Gillespie hitting two early points.

Naomh Colmcille’s stand-in keeper
Anthony Grant had to be alert to
save with his knees from Ryan Dav-
enport, but Carn drew level by the

11th minute with points from Gerard
Doherty and Oliver McConalogue.

Naomh Colmcille took the lead
through county U21 player Ryan
McErlean moments later and they
never looked back after it.

Matthew Crossan, who gave his
marker a torrid time of it, extended
Naomh Colmcille’s lead to two points
before Ciaran Callaghan hit the first
goal of the game on 18 minutes.

Stephen Davenport, who was in-
strumental in many of Naomh Colm-
cille’s scores, sent in a raking, diago-
nal ball to the unmarked Callaghan.
The corner forward had time to pick
his spot, and although Carn keeper
Gerard Crossan got a hand to it, it
squeezed inside his left hand post
and put Naomh Colmcille 1-4 to 0-2 in
front.

Donnacha Gallagher responded
with a free for Carn, but Naomh
Colmcille were on top and intent on
pressing their advantage home.
Matthew Crossan hit his second
point of the night, and the Carn de-
fence had to be alert to avert the

danger when a Willie Gillespie effort
hit the upright and fell in Crossan’s
vicinity.

Carn midfielder Gerard Doherty
pointed just before the break as the
visitors led by 1-5 to 0-4.

There was more of the same after
the break. Naomh Colmcille were
taller and physically stronger than
their more youthful opponents, and
they hit three points two from
Matthew Crossan and one from
Willie Gillespie within ten minutes of
the restart.

Ryan Davenport had broken that
sequence with a point for Carn after
some patient build up play, and they
got a lifeline on 42 minutes when
Gerard Doherty capitalised on a
loose pass in the Naomh Colmcille
defence to sidestep a defender and
fire an unstoppable shot to the net.

That reduced Naomh Colmcille’s
led to three points, 1-8 to 1-5, but
their responded emphatically.
Matthew Crossan added another
point after cutting onto his left foot,
and although Donnacha Gallagher

responded with a free from Carn,
Naomh Colmcille more or less sealed
their progress to the first round with
a 50th minute goal from Willie Gille-
spie.

Crossan and Ciaran Devine were
both involved in the build up with
the latter hand passing across the
square to the unmarked Gillespie
who made no mistake from close
range.

Carn were chasing shadows after
that. Naomh Colmcille’s half back
line of Liam Atkinson, Thomas
McKinley and Paul Friel mopped up
almost every attack. Dominic Doher-
ty did pull a point back for Carn, but
Naomh Colmcille finished with a
flourish with points from Barry
O’Hagan, man-of-the-match Stephen
Davenport and Ryan McErlean se-
curing the victory.

Carn had one last goal chance, but
Oliver McConalogue’s shot was
saved at point blank by Anthony
Grant and Naomh Colmcille enjoyed
a comfortable eight point victory.

CCaarrnnddoonnaagghh:: Gerard Crossan; Ro-
nan O’Connor, Mickey McLaughlin,
Tiernan Coyne; Michael Nelson, Pad-
dy Nelson, Dermot McGonagle; Ger-
ard Doherty (1-2), Donnacha Gal-
lagher (0-2, 2f); Paddy McCallion, Do-
minic Doherty (0-1), Dara McLaugh-
lin; Ryan Davenport (0-1), Declan O’-
Donnell, Oliver McConalogue (0-1).
Sub: Liam Shiels for Michael Nelson
(50 mins).

NNaaoommhh  CCoollmmcciillllee:: Anthony Grant;
Eddie Gillespie, Alex Devenney,
Mark Callaghan; Liam Atkinson,
Thomas McKinley, Paul Friel; Ciaran
Devine, Ryan McErlean (0-2);
Matthew Crossan (0-5), Barry O’Ha-
gan (0-1, 1f), Stephen Davenport (0-
2); Ciaran Callaghan (0-1), Joe Don-
aghey, Willie Gillespie (1-2). Subs:
Declan McDaid for W. Gillespie (56
mins); Barry McDaid for E. Gillespie
(57 mins); John Fullerton for C.
Callaghan (59 mins).
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Naomh Colmcille advance
to meet Naomh Mhuire

Fanad Gaels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-13
Aodh Ruadh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-9

FANAD Gaels earned themselves a
second chance of progressing in this
year’s Intermediate Championship
as they beat Aodh Ruadh in Portsa-
lon on Saturday.

The Gaels beat their visitors by
one goal and four points with no less

than seven players making the score-
sheet to force a third tie between the
two sides.

By the hal-time mark Fanad Gaels
were well ahead at 2-6 to 0-5, with
goals by Seamie Friel and James
Coyle, but never underestimate Aodh
Ruadh.

After Gaels’ keeper Mark McGo-
nigley saved a penalty from Michael

Ward just before half-time, they
came back out into the second half to
score two goals to narrow the mar-
gin to only a mere point by the 45th
minute, thanks to young Ronan
McGurrin and Michael Ward.

Even being reduced to 14 players,
after Seamus Friel received a second
yellow, wouldn’t stop a determined
Fanad Gaels to claim their chance to

get into the next round.

FFaannaadd  GGaaeellss::  M McConigley, T
McBride, F Sweeney, P Shiels, P Mc-
Conigley, J Coyle (1-0), K McElwaine,
M Sweeney, E McFadden, Seamus
Friel (0-1), M Friel (0-2), A McAteer
(0-3), Seamie Friel (1-4) , C McEl-
waine (0-1). Subs used: D Walsh (0-1)
for C McElwaine.

AAooddhh  RRuuaaddhh::  P Boyle, M Dolan, C
Whoriskey, P O’Reilly, K Keown, C
Patton, C Gurn, M Gurn, D Drum-
mond, D Dolan (0-1), B Roper, K Ryan
(0-1), R McGurrin, M Ward (1-6), A
Boyle. Subs used: J O’Donnell for P
O’Reilly, PJ McGee for D Dolan.

Fanad Gaels fight back to force third game

Naomh Brid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-9
St Naul’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0-10

NAOMH Brid earned themselves an-
other chance of making it into the
next round of the Inermediate Cham-
pionship as they overcame neigh-
bours St Naul’s in a tough competi-
tion at Trummon.

A goal by David Walsh in the first
half proved to be crucial in the end
as Naomh brid held onto a two-point

lead to take the win on Thursday
night.

Things got heated between the
two sides close to the end of the
game with Naomh Brid losing
Thomas Gallagher to a second yel-
low card.

St Naul’s will more than likely
have star man Stephen Griffin back
in time for the play-off who is cur-
rently under suspension.

Ten minutes had gone before the

home side made it onto the score-
sheet thanks to JP Langan after
Conor Mcbrearty and Mark Ward
had already scored for the visitors.

With 13 minutes played St Naul’s
were two clear, but only minutes lat-
er the goal came from David Walsh
to put his side ahead for the first
time in the game. By half-time it was
Naomh Brid ahead by 1-3 to 0-5.

Both sides exchanged scores
throughout the second half, but St

Naul’s, despite their greatest efforts,
could not get ahead in this entertain-
ing affair.

NNaaoommhh  BBrriidd:: Stephen Doherty,
Jamie Timoney, Clint Walsh, Sam
Burgess, JP Langan (0-1), Dermot
Langan (0-1), Sean Gormley, Thomas
Gallagher, Paul McGrory, Ross Gal-
lagher (0-1), David Walsh (1-1,1f),
Gary McCafferty, Declan McCafferty,
Darragh Brogan (0-1), Pauric McDaid

(0-3, 2f), Subsused: Petie Walsh (0-1)
for D McCafferty (42 mins).

SStt  NNaauull’’ss:: Shane McCready, John
Rose, Gavin Maguire, Aidan
kennedy, Daniel Friel, Conor
McBrearty (0-1), Pauric Coyle, Conal
McGinley, Danny McDyre (0-3),
Cathal Lowther (0-1), Mark Ward (0-
4, 3f), Eddie Gallagher, Barry Griffin
(0-1), Lee McBrearty, Shane Con-
neely.

Draw earns Naomh Brid another chance 

Adrian McClafferty of St Eunan's clears the ball. Fergal McKiernan and Davey Crawford in a battle for the ball in the Four Masters Bundoran game.


